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ship, and chapter 43 as the closing chapter of the work of the 
first writer. 

George T. Flom 



PTOLEMY'S MAPS OF NORTHERN EUROPE. A Recon- 
struction of the Prototypes. By Gudmund Schutte. 
Published by the Royal Danish Geographical Society. 
Copenhagen. H. Hagerup. (1917). 

Recognizing how far the study of Ptolemy's Geography has 
lagged behind that of the other great early source of our knowl- 
edge of Northern Europe, Tacitus' Germania, the author makes 
some of his researches accessible to scholars in the form of this 
provisional study. It was finished just after the outbreak of 
the war, when it was no longer possible to visit important 
libraries outside of Denmark. 

Disregarding for the present the very difficult textual 
matters, the author limits this study to the cartographic problem 
of Ptolemy's lost prototypes, and simplifies his work still fur- 
ther by basing it on the recently discovered Vatican MS. 
(Urbinus 82) of the Ptolemaic atlas. This MS. dates from 
about 1200 A.D. and belongs to the group which have an 
atlas of twenty-seven maps. An edition of this codex has been 
promised by Prof. Jos. Fischer S. J., who placed much of his 
material at the disposal of Dr. Schutte. The author follows 
Fischer in supporting the theory that the better MS. atlases 
are true continuations of Ptolemy's work and represent the 
maps as they were designed by Marinos of Tyre, the second 
century geographer to whom Ptolemy owed much. The atlases 
may contain the more correct spelling or give entire names 
which are left out in the text. It is a serious fault in method to 
ignore the atlases, as the scholars who worked on the MSS. 
had done. The atlases are fully as old as the manuscript texts 
they accompany and certainly afford better evidence than 
fifteenth or sixteenth century printed editions of the latter 
which editors had sometimes preferred. Corruptions which 
could have been amended by consideration of the atlas readings 
had often been ascribed to Ptolemy (p. 8). 

In introductory sections Dr. Schutte gives a brief survey of 
the manuscript problem; discussions of Ptolemy's predecessors, 
especially Marinos; of Ptolemy himself and his critical princi- 
ples, and of Ptolemy's successors, continuing with such topics 
as misreadings of Latin forms, barbarian names, fictitious 
repetitions (partly due to the inability of Marinos to recognize 
the identity of barbarian names when he found them in some- 
what varying orthography), etc. Then the author takes up the 
study of fourteen Ptolemaic prototypes assumed by him, 



548 Williams 

discussing them uniformly under the heads of contents, Ptole- 
maic localization, definition of limits, general topographic 
scheme, statistical features, duplicates, linguistic marks, liter- 
ary millieu, examination of details, with concluding remarks. 
To illustrate this part of his work Dr. Schiitte has supplied in 
an appendix numerous maps and illustrations. Five of the 
figures are half-tone reproductions of maps from the ancient 
manuscript atlases, but so much reduced that it is usually 
impossible to decipher the names. A good bibliography is 
appended to the work. 

Many interesting details are brought out in the study of the 
prototypes, as on p. 127 where the evidence of an old map 
Beems to confirm the district of Angel in Slesvig as the home 
of the Angles. In this connection Dr. Schiitte quotes in a note 
"one hitherto ignored piece of traditional evidence concerning 
the Angles. The Quedlinburg Annals, written in the eleventh 
century, say ad annum 445: 'The Angles, conducted by their 
king Angling, leave the country of the Danes.' " On the whole 
the discussion of Ptolemy's prototypes does not add very 
much to what was known about Germanic tribe and place 
names, but what is offered comes from a different angle, and 
for this reason the Germanist will like to supplement con- 
veniently accessible material, such as R. Much's articles in 
Hoops' Reallexikon, with a consideration of Dr. Schutte's study. 
One map (p. 133 and Fig. 25) localizes the Ombrones, identical 
with the historical Ambrones, the companions of the Cimbri 
and Teutones, in Mecklenburg (cf. also the island of Amrum 
west of Slesvig). Much, in the Reallexikon, 1, 76, follows the 
usual interpretation of Ptolemy in placing the Ombrones near 
the source of the Vistula. But Dr. Schiitte (p. 128) points 
out that what was taken for the Vistula was in fact the Baltic 
coast, the error in Ptolemy being due to a misinterpretation of 
a map, involving a displacement of 90°. 

This study will, as the author intended, undoubtedly 
stimulate research in Ptolemy's geography along more rational 
lines. He has succeeded in showing that the manuscript 
atlases must hereafter be carefully considered along with 
Ptolemy's text. The possibility that Dr. Schutte's work will 
prove to be wrong in some or even many details does not 
impair the credit due him for publishing part of his material in 
the present form. 

Chas. A. Williams 

University of Illinois 

8 The diagram on p. LI does not seem to me to quite correspond to the edi- 
tor's view as expressed on p. L, as regards the relation of A M 81 to A M 327 and 
that of the Flat Island Book. 



